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August Practices    All commence at 7.30pm. Unless otherwise stated. 
 

Mon   4th Gt Easton.   11th  Seaton.   18th Gretton.   25th Harringworth 
Mon   4th, 11th, 18th, Edith Weston.  25th Empingham.  All 7pm start. 
Wed   6th  Brooke.   13th Braunston.  20th Brooke.   27th Braunston. 
Thurs 7th  Uppingham , 14th North Luffenham.  21st Uppingham.  28th Lyddington.    
 
Mon 1st September   Gt Easton. (7.30pm)    Edith Weston.  (7pm) 
Wed 3rd. September  Brooke. 
Thursday 4th September  Uppingham. 

Rutland Branch Newsletter 

 

 

Rutland Branch Secretary 

 Advance notice that from January 2026 we will need someone to fill the role of Branch Secretary. 

Sue Baker is the current Branch Secretary but will be relinquishing the role at the next AGM.  We need 
someone to step up to take her place. 

The 2026 AGM seems a long way off when we are here in mid-Summer, but, if you think you have the  
ability to support the Rutland Branch in this important role, now is the time to consider it.   The busiest time 
falls early in the year when Guild reports are required, the rest of the year is quieter. 
The role involves preparation of documents for Branch committee meetings,  of which we have four in a 
year, plus taking of minutes. 
 

If interested please let me know.  Sue Webster, Newsletter Editor 
 
 

 

URGENT 

http://www.rutlandbellringing.org
mailto:webmaster@rutlandbellringing.org


2 

Peterborough Diocesan Guild 
Braunston, Rutland 
All Saints 
16 July 2025 in 44m (10–0–25 in G)  
1260 Ruby Anniversary Bob Doubles 

1) Sue Baker 
2) Stephen Gullick 
3) Alan Ellis 
4) Ian Bell 
5) Richard Beadman (C) 
6) Nicky Vickers 
 

 Rung to celebrate the Ruby Wedding Anniversary of 
Sue & Chris Baker. 

QUARTER PEALS 

Peterborough Diocesan Guild 
Brooke, Rutland 
St Peter  
15 July 2025  in 43m (8–1–2 in A)  
1320 Kent Treble Bob Minor 

1) Sue Baker 
2) Janice Atkinson 
3) Stephen Gullick 
4) Alan Ellis 
5) Louis Totaro 
6) Richard Beadman © 
 

Rung for the memorial service for Peggy Jennings, 
who rang with us in Rutland for 55 years. 

   NEWS FROM THE TOWERS 
 

 

VJ DAY 80 
 On 15th August, the UK marks VJ Day (Victory over Japan Day), commemorating the end of    
 World War II in 1945.  As part of the nationwide remembrance, bellringers are encouraged 
to ring  at their local tower, beginning at 6:30pm, to honour those who served and sacrificed 
in the Far East.  

 
 

Greetham 
The refurbished bells of Greetham St Mary’s were on dis-
play in the church over the weekend of July 12th, 13th, 
14th.  The installation of new framework is required before 
they can be re-hung. 
There will be a service of celebration attended by the Bish-
op and other dignitaries in September when the bells will 
be heard again in their full glory. 
 

 
Oakham 
Louis Totaro has asked two people to act as Deputy Tower Captains on his behalf at the Oakham tower; 
Melinda Hutchison and Louis Brandt.  
 

Tinwell  
Simon Forster has been cleaning and de-cluttering Tinwell ringing chamber, creating more space.  Four new 
top ropes have been fitted, new garter hole protectors, adjustments to stops and stays to make standing the 
bells easier.  All ready for the first ring for decades by local ringers for a wedding in September.  
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The Hope Bell, Loughborough 

The official unveiling of The Hope Bell in Loughborough and it’s inaugural ring took place on July 4th . The 
bell symbolises the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on local communities. 
Simon Forster attended the ceremony and provided the photograph below. 
 

   The Hope Bell is located in Queen’s Park in  
   Loughborough, a tribute to the NHS and key workers,     
   to serve as a reminder of how communities came    
   together to support each other in challenging  
   times.  
   It will also be a place for reflection to remember    
   those lost in the pandemic.  
 
  The Hope Bell is a clock chime installation comprising    
  four quarter chime bells and the main Hope Bell. 
  It is 7.5 metres high. The bells are supported by four     
  steel pillars which symbolise people coming together   
  to embrace in a hug, something people said was much    
  missed in the early days of the pandemic. 
 
   John Taylor & Co Bellfoundry, made the Hope Bell on    
   behalf of Charnwood Borough Council.  
 

RUTLAND CHURCHES PRESERVATION TRUST 

 The Trust was set up in 1954 to provide a financial helping hand to places of worship in the county of  
Rutland.  Churches are not only places of worship, they are often the centre of community life, especially in a 
rural county. Furthermore, many of Rutland’s churches have architectural or historical significance, 
attracting visitors to the area. 

 

Ride and Stride   

 Saturday 13th September 2025 

A major fundraising event held every two years in which participants challenge themselves to visit as many 
churches as they can in one day by their chosen mode of transport and raise money to support the work of 
the Rutland Historic Churches Preservation Trust.  

“Most participants walk or cycle but we love it when people take on a quirkier personal challenge. On horse-
back, unicycles, penny farthings, or anything else that is safe and legal! See Rutland’s beautiful churches, 
have fun and raise money. A great day out.” 

To take part register online  https://rhcpt.co.uk/ride-and-stride/register-online/ 

https://rhcpt.co.uk/ride-and-stride/register-online/
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GUILD EVENTS 
 
Summer Festival 
Advance notice that the Summer Festival is on the 13th September, contest is being held at Castor, in the  
Peterborough branch.  Branches wanting to enter should get their entry to the Master, Jim Bence, by the 
weekend before. Please remember to include any time restrictions for the team.  
Rules for the contest can be found on the website: https://pdg.org.uk/forms/8_Bell_competition.pdf 

Dates for the Diary  
Guild Stedman Practice  Saturday 9th August 6:30 Pattishall 
Guild 10 Bell Practice Saturday 13th September. 10:30 – 12:00 Kettering 
Guild Summer Festival Saturday 13th September.  
                                                                     Ringing at Yarwell & Wansford, Contest and evening ringing at Castor. 
 

And Branch events.  
Guilsborough Branch Practice Saturday 2nd August 3:00 West Haddon, 6:00 Long Buckby 
Thrapston Branch Practice Thursday 7th August 7:30 Twywell 
Peterborough 8 bell practice Sunday 10th August 2:00 Peterborough St Mary 
Daventry Branch Practice Saturday 16th August 3:30 Hellidon, 6:30 Woodford Halse 
Culworth Branch Practice Saturday 16th August 4:00 Sulgrave, 6:30 Woodford Halse 
Thrapston Branch Practice Thursday 21st August 2:30 Stanion 
 
Helen Allton 

Secretary: Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PDGCBR  
Website: www.pdg.org.uk   e-mail: secretary@pdg.org.uk   Telephone: 01832 735 266 
 
 

Membership Subscriptions 
 

A massive thank you to all the tower captains (and church wardens) who replied to my request to help up-
date the membership database, an overwhelming response! 
 
To ensure our membership process runs as smoothly as possible, could I please ask EVERYONE to set up a 
standing order for next January for the £10 yearly subscription ( less than the price of a pint in some trendier 
watering holes!)? See details below: 
 
Full Membership - £10.00 
Juniors and Students - £5 
Members above the age of 75 are not required to pay a subscription, but are invited to make a donation. 
 
Rutland Branch Bank Account : 
Account Name : Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers - Rutland (PDGCBR Rutland for short) 
Bank : Lloyds Bank  
Sort Code : 30-99-50  
Account Number : 58639962  

Please use your Surname and tower as a reference.  
 

Also, a reminder to those who have not yet paid in their subs for this year….. there is still time!  
                                                                                                Tracey Lawson, Rutland Branch Membership Secretary 

https://pdg.org.uk/forms/8_Bell_competition.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/PDGCBR
http://www.pdg.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@pdg.org.uk

