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May PracƟces    All commence at 7.30pm. Unless otherwise stated. 
 

Mon   5th Gt Easton.   12th  GreƩon.   19th Seaton.  26th Harringworth.    
Mon   5th , 12th, 19th.  Edith Weston.    26th  Empingham.   All 7pm start. 
Wed  7th Braunston.  14th Brooke.   21st Braunston.  28th Brooke. 
Thurs 8th  VE Day ringing , 15th Uppingham.  22nd Lyddington.   29th. Seaton. 
 
Mon 2nd June   Gt Easton. (7.30pm)    Edith Weston.  (7pm) 
Wed 4th June Braunston.    
Thursday 5th June  Uppingham 

Rutland Branch NewsleƩer 

 
DATES for DIARIES 

 
 

8th May 2025 - Ring Out in CelebraƟon. VE Day 80  
 

Sunday 18th May -  Bell Sunday 
 

Tuesday 20th May - Open 8 bell pracƟce at Oakham. 7.30pm. 
 

Saturday 7th June - Dodging and Plain Bob Doubles Workshop.  
 

Second Saturday Sessions for 2025 
(hƩps://pdg.org.uk/events/second-saturday-events) for any updates. 
June 14th 2025, 10:00 – Stedman at Weedon Bec 
The theory behind the structure of this method, and how to ring it, will be taught using Stedman Triples as 
the basis.  This applies as well to ringing touches with bobs and singles. However, the course will cover how 
to extend the method to larger numbers as well as contracƟng it down to Stedman Doubles (although the 
singles in Stedman Doubles will not be covered).  The pracƟcal session will take place at an 8-bell tower 
where either Triples or Doubles could be rung.  Ringers who put themselves forward for this course should 
be confident at ringing Grandsire and at least one other method.   
If interested please contact Simon Dixon (master@pdg.org.uk)  
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PEGGY JENNINGS 

It is with a heavy heart that we acknowledge the passing of our fellow ringer Peggy Jennings. 

A studious observer of peal boards in our towers will noƟce the frequency with which her name appears. 
This is testament to her extensive contribuƟon to branch achievements. Her skill and expert knowledge was 
invaluable in these formal situaƟons. It was also her constant support and encouragement for everyone, 
from learners to experienced ringers, that made her a much loved and respected member of Rutland branch.  

Peggy began ringing more than 70 years ago in March, Cambridgeshire. In 1953 she moved to London to  
undertake a dispensing apprenƟceship at Boots and opportuniƟes for ringing were very limited due to war 
damage to London’s churches. In 1956 she moved to Peterborough and began a family during which Ɵme 
her ringing was put on hold. Peggy moved to Oakham and joined Peterborough Guild in 1969. Peggy was  
involved in more ways than just ringing and organised tours and ouƟngs to places including Teignmouth,  
Minehead, Malvern, and Cromer.  
 

Peggy has rung 50 peals and hundreds of quarter peals providing stability for the team with her skilled  
ringing. She has rung all over the country and also in New Zealand where her son Robert now lives.  
She remembered the earthquake that destroyed Christchurch cathedral and was following the  
reconstrucƟon with interest.  
 

In June 2019, Peggy received her honorary cerƟficate celebraƟng 50 years membership of the Peterborough 
Guild.  

The whole of the Rutland branch pass their respects to Peggy’s family. Following her funeral it is intended 
that a memorial service will be held at Brooke church with the date to be announced in due course.  
 

 

Peterborough Diocesan Guild 
Braunston, Rutland  
All Saints 
Saturday, 3 May 2025 (10–0–25 in G)  
1260 Bob Doubles and St Simon’s (2m) 
 

1) Judith Rogers 
2) Stephen Gullick 
3) Sue Baker 
4) Richard Beadman (C) 
5) Ian Bell 
6) Nicky Vickers 

 
Rung in memory of Peggy Jennings. 
Ringer in Braunston and around Rutland for 56 years 

Peggy, with the cerƟficate awarded to honour 50 
years membership of the Peterborough Guild. 
 

Photograph taken at the Guild AGM held at Seaton,  
8th June 2019  
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Ring Out in CelebraƟon – VE Day 6.30pm – 8th May 2025 
On the 8th May 1945 bells rang out across Britain as the naƟon took to the streets in celebraƟon of Victory in 
Europe.  
 
During the late aŌernoon and evening of May 8th 2025 the bells of Rutland will ring on the 80th anniversary 
of that day.  In honour of this momentous occasion and in tribute to those who made the ulƟmate sacrifice 
so that we might live in a free world.  
 

Upload your VE Day ringing to: hƩps://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=19733  
 
There are events planned across the county, with the lighƟng of beacons, parƟes and celebraƟons. 
 

A special flag raising ceremony will take place at Oakham Castle on Thursday 8 May to mark VE Day and 80 
years since the end of the Second World War in Europe.  
 
In Oakham in June, there is to be a weekend of events for VE Day, VJ Day and Armed Forces Day. 
Events include a special parade, church service and ‘party in the park’ are planned in Oakham on Sunday 
June 29, to honour the 80th anniversary of VE Day, VJ Day (Victory over Japan) and this year’s annual Armed 
Forces Day.  

 
 
 

Bell Sunday  
18th May 2025 – Ringing Out the Message 

 
Churches are encouraged to get involved in a way that fits their context—whether that means inviƟng the 
local band of ringers to take part in a service, offering a talk or display about the history and tradiƟon of Eng‐
lish-style ringing, or simply giving thanks during prayers for the oŌen unseen dedicaƟon of those who ring 
week aŌer week. 

Bell Sunday is supported by the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, as part of its Ringing 2030 vision to 
raise the profile of ringing, encourage recruitment, and affirm its place in church and community life. 

The iniƟaƟve is also backed by the Clerical Guild of Ringers, who highlight how ringing connects with the 
Church of England’s wider mission to build meaningful relaƟonships within and beyond worshipping commu‐
niƟes. 

Resources for planning services, prayers, and talks are available at bellsunday.org,  
and stories of creaƟve celebraƟons are warmly welcomed by the Central Council 
via pro@cccbr.org.uk. 
CCCBR have set up a page on BellBoard for you to record your Bell Sunday ringing. 
 
With over 6,000 rings of bells across the UK, the sound of bells remains one of the 
most familiar and cherished features of our shared cultural and spiritual life. Bell 
Sunday invites churches and communiƟes to pause, listen, and celebrate the peo‐
ple who keep that tradiƟon alive.    

hƩps://cccbr.org.uk/2025/04/09/bell-sunday-2025-ringing-out-the-message/ 
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GUILD NEWS 
Guild News 
The Guild’s Annual report for 2024 has been printed and is being distributed. Coming soon to your tower. 
Copies that had been requested by members will be distributed through your branches.  
 

Guild News Pt 2 
The April ediƟon of the Guild NewsleƩer is also available. It is being distributed to towers and is also availa‐
ble electronically. hƩps://pdg.org.uk/newsleƩers/newsleƩer_202504.pdf 
I have sent copies to the church authoriƟes and both Archdeacons have responded thanking ringers for their 
efforts. Archdeacon Richard enjoyed hearing the bells ringing in the Spring sunshine as he headed to take 
the service at Courteenhall yesterday.  
 

Young Ringers Event 
On 26th April in Daventry from 10 to 12 am there’s an event for Young Ringers. That aims to encourage 
young people to come up the tower and have a go. They could be exisƟng ringers who want to get involved 
with other ringers their own age. Or they could be young people who might be encouraged to try ringing. 
JusƟn Baker is corralling a team of volunteers; he can be contacted on ringing_master@daventry.pdg.org.uk  
hƩps://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/youth-ringing-day-in-daventry 
 

Spring MeeƟng 
The Spring meeƟng all went off well last weekend. Even the weather played ball. Thanks to the Thrapston 
branch for laying on the tea and to the Dixons for the organising. CongratulaƟons to Peterborough Cathe‐
dral on their first win of the Weaver Shield. Paƫshall retained the Centenary trophy.  
Report can be found here: hƩps://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/spring-meeƟng-2025 
And the band photos are here: hƩps://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/spring-meeƟng-2025-method-bands and 
here: hƩps://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/spring-meeƟng-2025-call-change-bands 
Let me know if you want a copy of your photos. They may be of use in an item in your parish magazine or 
village newsleƩer. Tell your community what you’ve been geƫng up to.  
 

CCCBR latest 
Bell Sunday is being adverƟsed on the CCCBR website.  
hƩps://cccbr.org.uk/2025/04/09/bell-sunday-2025-ringing-out-the-message/ 
 

ART Training day 
Alistair Donaldson is arranging an ART training day on 28th June at Rothwell. If you are interested in a place, 
please get in touch with him: president@pdg.org.uk 
hƩps://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/art-event-rothwell-june-2025 
 
Dates for the Diary  
Guild 10 bell  Saturday 10th May Moulton 10:30 – 12:30.  
 

lAnd Branch events.  
Peterborough 8 bell PracƟce Friday 9th May 7:30 Castor 
Peterborough Striking Workshop Sunday 11th May 2:00 Wadenhoe 
Peterborough Young Ringers Group PracƟce Sunday 11th May 4:00 Barnack 
Thrapston Branch PracƟce Thursday 15th May 2:30 Brigstock 
Wellingborough Surprise PracƟce Saturday 17th May 10:30 Rushden 
Wellingborough Branch PracƟce Saturday 17th May 2:30 Castle Ashby 
Culworth Branch PracƟce Saturday 17th May 7:30 Culworth 
Peterborough PracƟce Sunday 18th May 3:30 Peterborough St Johns.  
Rutland 8 Bell PracƟce Tuesday 20th May 7:30 Oakham 

Helen Allton 
Secretary: Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PDGCBR  
Website: www.pdg.org.uk   e-mail: secretary@pdg.org.uk   Telephone: 01832 735 266 


