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Ringing Practice Times 
April Practices    All commence at 7.30pm. Unless otherwise stated. 

 

Mon   7th Gt Easton.   14th No practice.   21st Gretton (tbc as a BH)  28th Harringworth    
Mon   7th and 21st.  Edith Weston (7pm).   28th Empingham. (7pm) 
Wed  2nd Braunston.  9th Brooke.   23rd Braunston.  30th Brooke 
Thurs 3rd  Uppingham.   10th Nth Luffenham.  17th No practice  24th. Lyddington.  

 No practices during Holy week 14th - 20th 

Thurs 1st May Uppingham.  
Mon 5th May   Bank Holiday, practices tbc  
Wed 7th May  Braunston.    

Rutland Branch Newsletter 

 

BRANCH PROGRAMME 2025 
PLAIN HUNT WORKSHOP 

A date for another Plain Hunt workshop will be announced soon - watch this space! 

 
STEP UP TO QP. 

A date change to this planned event. -  details to follow.  

Second Saturday Sessions for 2025 
(https://pdg.org.uk/events/second-saturday-events) for any updates. 
 
 

April 12th 2025, 10:30 – Leading Up and Down in Peal at Grafton Underwood 
This will cover the additional skills needed to allow a band to raise and lower the bells safely and tunefully.  
It should be of particular interest to those who get called upon to carry out this task but are uncertain about 
how to make it work successfully.  If interested please contact (master@pdg.org.uk)  
 

June 14th 2025, 10:00 – Stedman at Weedon Bec 
The theory behind the structure of this method, and how to ring it, will be taught using Stedman Triples as 
the basis.  This applies as well to ringing touches with bobs and singles. However, the course will cover how 
to extend the method to larger numbers as well as contracting it down to Stedman Doubles (although the 
singles in Stedman Doubles will not be covered).  The practical session will take place at an 8-bell tower 
where either Triples or Doubles could be rung.  Ringers who put themselves forward for this course should 
be confident at ringing Grandsire and at least one other method.   
If interested please contact Simon Dixon (master@pdg.org.uk)  

http://www.rutlandbellringing.org
mailto:webmaster@rutlandbellringing.org
https://pdg.org.uk/events/second-saturday-events
mailto:master@pdg.org.uk
mailto:master@pdg.org.uk
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Peterborough Diocesan Guild 
Uppingham, Rutland 
St Peter & St Paul 
Thursday, 27 March 2025 in  in 50m (14–2–2 in E)  
1260 Plain Bob Triples  

1. Kerry Nimmons 
2. Alan Ellis 
3. Sue baker 
4. Ian Bell 
5. Alan Wordie 
6. Richard Beadman 
7. Thomas Saunders (C) 
8. Nicky Vickers 
 

First quarter on 8 bells for Kerry and Nicky.  
Rung as a compliment to Richard Cole as he 
completes his year as High Sheriff of Rutland. 
 

Quarter Peal for The High Sheriff Rutland 

The High Sheriff of Rutland for 2024/25 was Richard Cole of Uppingham. On Thursday 27th March a Quarter 
Peal was rung at St Peter & St Paul Uppingham, acknowledging the completion of a successful term of office 
before it was time to transfer the role to his successor, Colonel Richard Chesterfield.  Richard has the rare 
distinction of being the holder of the office twice, having previously been High Sheriff in 2020 in the Covid 
lockdown year.   
 
A band of Rutland ringers rang 1260 changes of Plain Bob Triples. After the ringing light refreshments were 
served to a gathering of regular church goers. Richard has also been Churchwarden at Uppingham in excess 
of 10 years.  A toast was proposed by Ringing Master Ian Bell, with much appreciation.   Sue Webster 
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Ring Out in Celebration – VE Day 6.30pm – 8th May 2025 
On the 8th May 1945 bells rang out across Britain as the nation took to the streets in celebration of Victory in 
Europe Day.  
 

Eighty years later we celebrate this momentous occasion by inviting you to recreate that moment at 6:30pm 
local time and pay tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice so that we might live in a free world. 
 

Upload your VE Day ringing to: https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=19733 
For further information about the VE Day 80 Celebrations please visit: www.VEday80.org.uk 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PAGEANTMASTER 

“On 8 May 2025, we mark the historic 80th anniversary of VE Day, with the peoples, families and communi-
ties of our great nation coming together to unite and celebrate 80 years of peace since the end of Word War 
II in Europe that so many millions paid the ultimate sacrificed to achieve it. 

VE Day 80 is not only a tribute to those who fought for the freedom we all enjoy today, but also a powerful 
reminder of the resilience and unity that have defined our country ever since. 

We encourage everyone to take part and gather in the streets, gardens, town and city halls, clubs and pubs, 
and at home too, and be part of this anniversary providing a day of joy, reflection, and celebration, as part of 
the Commonwealth’s 2.4 billion people, reaffirming our commitment to world peace, ensuring future genera-
tions understand and cherish its value.” 

“At 9am Town Criers will undertake the VE Day Proclamation as the VE Day 80 flags are raised,  
and at 12noon, Pipers will play a unique tune especially written for the occasion entitled ‘Celebratum’ from 
the top of the UK’s four highest Peaks. 
6.30pm, Cathedrals and Churches will ring out in united celebration throughout the nation, and at  
9.30pm over one thousand of beacons and hundreds of Lamp Lights of Peace will shine throughout the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, with the flames from them both, representing the ‘light of 
peace’ that emerged from the dreadful darkness of war, along with the nation coming together in city and 
town squares to village greens, and all other manner of locations at this special and unique one moment in 
time, and sing the great British Hymn ‘I Vow To Thee My Country, standing side by side in gratitude, honour-
ing the many sacrifices that secured our freedom.” 
 

“Together, we honour the past and celebrate a future built on unity, hope, love and peace”. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=19733
http://www.veday80.org.uk/
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GUILD NEWS 

It is the season for striking contests, it seems. Last weekend a group of young ringers from Daventry area 
represented the PDG in the Midlands Young Ringers day. They had fun, they experienced a number of differ-
ent towers, they rang well and they came 4th. Flynn has written about their adventures.  
https://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/pdg-young-ringers-go-to-midlands-young-ringers-day.  
Also coming in 4th was Towcester in their 12 bell qualifier competition in Shrewsbury on Saturday. The band 
found the bells better than they had expected and were generally pleased with the performance. The jour-
ney home was rather more complicated, it seems. As top two teams qualify, they are not through to the fi-
nal in June in Bristol. If I ask nicely, maybe one of the band will report on their adventures as well??  

CCCBR latest 
The Young Ringers hub now gets a mention from the CCCBR home page.  
https://cccbr.org.uk/2025/03/20/welcome-to-the-young-ringers-hub/ 
 

Guild Quiz 
The results of the Guild Quiz have been marked. There were 3 lucky winners and the answers are all listed 
on the website. https://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/winners-of-the-2024-guild-quiz 
Talk at Northampton Museum 
Northampton Museum has been running a series of talks on Thursday mornings. This week, on 27th, Alistair 
Donaldson is giving a talk on his life amongst the bells. There’s one more lecture in the series, in April. Tick-
ets can be booked online.  
https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/info/4/whats/226/museum-mornings-60s 
 
Dates for the Diary  

Spring Meeting Saturday 12th April Contest at Great Addington/Twywell. Tea 4:00 Islip Village Hall. Results 
and meeting 6:00. Evening Ringing at Islip.  

Guild 10 bell  Saturday 10th May Moulton 10:30 – 12:30.  

Guilsborough Branch Practice Saturday  5th April 3:00  Scaldwell, 6:00 Brixworth 
Peterborough Grandsire/Stedman Practice Sunday 6th April 2:30 Glinton 
Thrapston Branch Practice Thursday 10th April 2:30 Wadenhoe 
Kettering Branch Practice “on the way” to the Spring Meeting Saturday 12th April 1:30 Geddington 
Peterborough 8 bell practice Sunday 13th April 2:00 Peterborough St Mary.  
Wellingborough Branch Practice Saturday 26th April 2:30 Great Doddington 
Daventry Branch Practice Saturday 26th April 3:00 Welton 6:30 Long Buckby 
Northampton Branch Practice Saturday 26th April 7:00 Boughton 
Culworth Branch Practice Saturday 26th April 7:30 Evenley 
 

 

Helen Allton 

Secretary: Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PDGCBR  
Website: www.pdg.org.uk  
e-mail: secretary@pdg.org.uk  
Telephone: 01832 735 266 

https://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/pdg-young-ringers-go-to-midlands-young-ringers-day
https://cccbr.org.uk/2025/03/20/welcome-to-the-young-ringers-hub/
https://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/winners-of-the-2024-guild-quiz
https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/info/4/whats/226/museum-mornings-60s
http://www.facebook.com/PDGCBR
http://www.pdg.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@pdg.org.uk

