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Saturday January 11th. 3pm - 7.30pm.

3.00 - 3.45pm. Open Ringing at Preston

4.00 - 4.30pm. Open Ringing at Uppingham

4.30 - 5.10pm. SERVICE, St Peter & St Paul, Uppingham
5.15-6.00pm. TEA

6.00 - 6.30pm. MEETING

Post meeting ringing until 7.30pm.

\ All are welcome, including trainees

Second Saturday Sessions for 2025
(https://pdg.org.uk/events/second-saturday-events) for any updates.

February 8™ 2025, 14:30 - Ringing Up and Down in Peal at Great Oxendon

With advice and practice for either one of these activities, this would suit ringers who are members of bands
that regularly lower and raise their bells but do not have enough ringers who can do so in peal.

If interested please contact Simon Dixon (master@pdq.org.uk).

Ringing Practice Times
January Practices All commence at 7.30pm. Unless otherwise stated.
Mon 6th Harringworth. 13th Gt Easton. 20th Gretton. 27th Caldecott (thc)
Mon 6th Edith Weston. 13th Edith Weston. 20th Edith Weston. 27th Edith Weston (7pm)
Wed 8th Braunston. 22nd Brooke. 29th Braunston.

Thurs 2nd Uppingham. 9th Lyddington. 16th Uppingham. 23rd. Lyddington. 30th Seaton

Items for the next newsletter www.rutlandbellringing.org
Friday 31st January Webmaster: Nigel Barrett
to suevw@sky.com webmaster@rutlandbellringing.org
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RUTLAND BRANCH - CENTENARY QUARTER PEAL CHALLENGE
22 towers have achieved

Towers who have had a Quarter Peal rung in 2024

Seaton Ashwell Cottesmore Edith Weston Ryhall
Ridlington x2 Tinwell Whissendine  North Luffenham Gt Casterton
South Luffenham ayston x2 Wing Barrowden

Lyndon x3 Brooke x2 Belton Exton

Uppingham Market Overton ~ Langham Lyddington

Centenary Call Changes ‘100 for 100’ have been rung at -
Edith Weston, Cottesmore, Hambleton, Lyddington. Gretton

“FIRSTS” recorded this year -

February. lan Bell - First QP in a Major method
February. Thomas Saunders - First QP as Conductor of a Major method.
February. Ann Archer - First QP on 8 bells.

June. Helena-Katie Scholes - First QP in a Surprise Minor.
June. Charlotte Peacock. - First calling of call changes.
August. Lauren Wade - First QP

August. Celia Stanworth - First call changes as conductor

September. Ted Phillips - First QP
October. Tracey Lawson - First QP
October. Nicky Vickers - First QP
November. Sian Ryan - First QP
November. Jonathan Gibbs - First QP

Peals Rung in Rutland in 2024
April Whissendine Southwell and Nottingham Diocesan Guild
May Hambleton
May Cottesmore
October Gt Casterton Peterborough Diocesan Guild
December Uppingham Peterborough Diocesan Guild
January 1st Oakham Peterborough Diocesan Guild

27 Quarter Peals Rung in Rutland in Guild Centenary year. - 4 towers more than once.

Congratulations to All




QUARTER PEALS & PEALS

Peterborough Diocesan Guild
Uppingham Rutland

St Peter & St Paul

Saturday 7th December 2024 in 2h 50 (14-2-2 in E)
5100 Rutland Surprise Major

Timothy F.W. Samson
Judith M. Rogers
Cynthia E. Howell
Helena M. Thorpe
James E. Benner

Paul M. Mason
James F. Thorpe (C)
Richard I. Allton
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This performance is linked to the
event Peterborough Diocesan Guild — Peterbor-
ough Diocesan Guild Centenary 1924-2024

Peterborough Diocesan Guild

Ryhall, Rutland

St James the Evangelist

Saturday, 7 December 2024 in 46m (11-1-5in F)
1260 Plain Bob Doubles

Judy Daff

Roger N. Scholes (C)
Lois M. Webb (C)
Ethan Szyszka (C)
Andrew Hallam (C)
Elizabeth Burman
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Jointly conducted by each of the "inside" ringers.

Rung for the Ryhall Christmas Fayre; also for the
Rutland Branch initiative to ring a quarter peal in
every tower during the Guild Centenary Year.

Peterborough Diocesan Guild

Lyndon Rutland

St Martin of Tours

Thursday, 19 December 2024 in 39m (6—0-23 in A)
1296 Mayhew Treble Place Minimus

Anthony D. Walker
Robert Simpson
Luke Tobin (C)
Brian E. Plummer
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First in method: 2
Rung for the festive season

Peterborough Diocesan Guild

Gt Casterton, Rutland

St Peter & St Paul

Thursday, 19 December 2024 in 43m (5-1-18 in ARl)
1260 Plain Bob Doubles

Ann Archer

Lois Webb

Judith Rogers
Charlotte Peacock
Andrew Christie (C)
Joseph P. D. Booker
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1st Quarter: 4

Rung for the Guild Centenary and the PDG Rutland
Branch objective of ringing a quarter in every tower
in Rutland during the centenary year.

Peterborough Diocesan Guild

Oakham, Rutland

All Saints

Wednesday, 1 January 2025 in 3h 15 (24—-2-9 in ER)
5056 Oakham Delight Major

Arranged By Richard I. Allton

Ruth Curtis

Paul M. Mason
Paul F. Curtis

Julie A. Tarling
Robert M. Wood
Nicholas R. Wilson
A John Stanworth
Richard I. Allton
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Rung to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Pe-
terborough DG, and the casting of 7 and 8. Also
marking 25 years as tower captain by Louis Totaro.
First peal in the method:

Oakham Delight Major: d -38-14-1256-16-34-18.56-
12.78,12 fch BDa.




News from the Towers

GREETHAM

On December 15th the Greetham church bells rang out for the Carol Service, this was the last time for a few
months. The following week the ropes and stays were removed pending the anticipated arrival of the bell
hangers on 13th January.

Taylor's have scheduled 2 weeks for the dismantling and lowering of the bells and the rusting frame. During
the weekend of 18th / 19th January the bells will be on view in the church prior to being transported on
Monday 20th to Loughborough for a spruce up. Whilst they are away there will be work done to waterproof
and bird proof the steeple ready for their return in approx 5 months.

Joyous ringing will then resume! John Courtney

EDITH WESTON

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

The weather could hardly have been wilder this New Year’s §
Eve, but it takes more than gale-force winds to stop the
Edith Weston band from having a good old ring.

After a convivial - if abstemious - dinner, we battled the
elements to reconvene at church, where we rang out the
old on sweetly half-muffled bells.

By midnight, with our super-psyched up husband and wife
team having swarmed over the clangers like cat burglars,
the tenor sounded out 12 times and the merry band rang
in 2025 with a few rather well-struck (in the circumstances!) rounds.

In the meantime, villagers and visitors gathered in the church to enjoy the occasion, and then we all toasted
the new year with a welcome glass of fizz. We even had a couple from Vancouver drop in, and another fami-
ly from Mexico.

It was a great experience, and a much appreciated event for the village. It also makes me again feel so grate-
ful to all the many teachers and ringers who’ve devoted their time over the past couple of years to building
this band’s skills - you know who you are, and you are all gorgeous.

So back to Lord Tennyson, with our very best wishes to all of you:

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Nicky Vickers




Tower News continues....

A massive thankyou to all of you who came to support the Edith Weston wine tasting event last month.
Even though the weather forced a few last minute cancellations, most battled through the storm to help
raise funds for our beautiful village church.

We were fortunate to have Jonathan Gibbs guide us expertly through a comparison of old and new world
wines, accompanied by a splendid array of delicious canapes.

Presentations were made to those who got back on the ropes after breaking stays, to others who had
completed their first QP - Nicky, Sian, Jonathan and Ted (Tracey omitted herself!) - to the recipient of the
Edith Weston Tower Captain’s award. The happy recipient was our own Sue Webster, in recognition of her
dedication, enthusiasm and organization of the wider Rutland bell ringing community. Sue is also tireless in
her support of new and developing ringers locally, and we hope that the award will be a reminder of our
gratitude.

Finally, Sarah took centre stage with a very entertaining auction of old bell ropes. Who knew they would be
in such high demand?
Many thanks to all those who made the event such a triumph! Tracey Lawson

GREAT CASTERTON
Quarter Peal in Great Casterton Church. 19th December 2024.

On the last Thursday opportunity in 2024 a band of ringers planned a quarter peal in Great Casterton
Church in line with the celebrations for Peterborough Diocesan Church Bell Ringers in their centenary year
to try to ring at least a quarter peal in every available tower in the Diocese.

Most of the towers in the Rutland Branch have achieved this aim.

With some help from ringers from Peterborough Branch we were able to ring a quarter peal of Plain Bob
Doubles lasting 43 minutes of continuous ringing and consisting of 1260 changes.
The quarter peal was conducted by Andrew Christie. First quarter peal for Charlotte Peacock.

Charlotte learnt to ring at Great Casterton church when she was 11years old. Her family moved to Harbury,
Lemington Spa where she continued to ring for a while. After returning to the village in 2023 and working
from home, Charlotte returned to ringing at Great Casterton.

Charlotte’s brothers David, Steven and Daniel, and father Jon all rang at Steven’s wedding in Great Casterton
Church in 2019. Both David and Daniel ring elsewhere and all the Peacock family learnt to ring at Great
Casterton Church. Congratulations to Charlotte on ringing brilliantly in her first quarter peal.

xs.ma'l’..'

. i
: \ =
: i

;)




IMPORTANT !

A reminder that membership subscriptions for 2025 are now due. Please note that The Rutland Branch has a
new bank account with Lloyds, details can also be found on the membership form on our website under
"Everything Else / Forms You Can Download"

The rate has been increased a little, now £10.00 (full membership) and £5.00 (juniors and students)

Rutland Branch Bank Account
The details are :

Account Name :
Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers - Rutland (PDGCBR Rutland for short)

Bank : Lloyds Bank
Sort Code : 30-99-50
Account Number : 58639962

The account name remains the same, just the sort code and account number are changed. On line facilities
will now be available, and of course, with HSBC closing all the local branches, these are becoming more
important.

Any member wanting to pay their outstanding 2024 subscriptions, should pay to that new account.

Any members paying by standing order should amend the details, in time for 2025 subs, due in January.

Rutland Branch Treasurer

John Taylor & Company
Trip to Loughborough Bellfoundry Trust

Wednesday 19th February 2025
Starts at 10.30am

Taylor’s tours are designed for small groups of 2-10 people. On Wednesdays only.

Suitable for children over 9 years.

There is no guarantee that a casting will take place on the day of the visit, but the tours are led by an
experienced guide and there will still be much to see.

ADULT (18+): £20.00
CONCESSION (OVER 65’S & STUDENTS 16+): £17.50
CHILD (9-16+): £15.00

If you are interested in this trip please let Sue Baker know by JANUARY 16 th
After this date Sue will have provided final attendance numbers to Taylor’s.
Contact Sue Baker, Branch Secretary

secretary@rutland.pdg.org.uk




GUILD NEWS

Guild Centenary

The last event of the year was a Carol Service, held at Towcester on Saturday 28" December. It was good to
see people came out in that odd lull between Christmas & New Year. There were carols, readings and lots of
cake, provided by the Towcester branch. Thanks for coming.

In terms of merchandise, we still have mugs with the Guild’s logo, available for a whole £5, it’s now a limited
-edition item, no more will be produced!

Membership

Just to remind you that your subscriptions are now due. As voted at the AGM, subscription is now £10 for
adult members and £5 for juniors and those in full time education. Your branch treasurers will want to hear
from you, I'm sure.

Similarly, January is branch AGM season. If you resolution is to get more involved, you can consider taking on
a specific role or joining your branch committee. They’ll be delighted to hear from you.

And while the Guild AGM isn’t until June, there are Guild posts that are vacant or where the incumbent is
stepping down. PRO and Youth leader are both vacant roles. This could give the holder a chance to shape
that role to their strengths. Simon Dixon will be standing down as Master, and Jim & Gwynneth White, as
Report Editors, will do the 2024 report but need a replacement for the 2025 one.

Role descriptions for all Guild roles can be found on the website: https://pdg.org.uk/homepage/officers. You
can talk to the current holder, or to me if you want more information.

CCCBR Publications

Sarah & Jim Bence took over the Central Council publications in the second half of last year. It’s taken a while
to get everything handed over but they’re now up and running. There is an online shop https://
shop.cccbr.org.uk/ and they are increasing their visibility with a Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=61569273783797 where offers are shown. They’ll also be at the Kettering branch AGM, if you
wanted to have a look at the wide range of items, just in case Santa didn’t come with a bell ringing book for
you. They can be contacted with any questions. publications@cccbr.org.uk

Dates for the Diary
Guild 10 bell Saturday 11™ January Peterborough Cathedral 10:30 — 12:30.

And Branch events.

Guilsborough Branch AGM Saturday 4" January 3:00 Guilsborough for ringing, service, tea & meeting
Rutland Branch AGM Saturday 11" January 3:00 Preston 4:00 Uppingham for ringing, service, tea & meeting
Thrapston Branch AGM Thursday 16" January 2:30 Thrapston for ringing, service, tea & meeting
Wellingborough Branch AGM Saturday 18" January 3:00 Irthlingborough (please note change of venue)
Peterborough Branch AGM Saturday 18" January Castor time tbc.

Daventry Branch AGM Saturday 18" January 3:00 Daventry for ringing, service, tea & meeting

Kettering Branch AGM Saturday 18" January 3:45 Isham for ringing, service, tea & meeting

Northampton Branch AGM Saturday 25" January 3:00 Harpole for ringing, service, tea & meeting (Names for
tea to Bridget Paul by Thursday preceding)

Towcester Branch AGM Saturday 25t January 3:00 Greens Norton for ringing, service, tea & meeting
Culworth Branch AGM Saturday 25" January 3:00 Aynho for ringing, service, tea & meeting

Helen Allton

Secretary: Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PDGCBR  Website: www.pdg.org.uk
e-mail: secretary@pdg.org.uk  Telephone: 01832 735 266




