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Ringing PracƟce Times 
December PracƟces    All commence at 7.30pm. Unless otherwise stated. 

 

Mon   2nd Harringworth     9th Seaton.      
Mon   2nd Empingham.    9th , 16th, 23rd Edith Weston. 30th Empingham (7pm start)     
Wed    4th  Braunston    11th Brooke    18th Braunston     
Thurs 5th  No pracƟce (Christmas event in Uppingham)   12th Lyddington.  19th  Uppingham  
NO pracƟce at  Gt Casterton on Dec 12th.    

Rutland Branch NewsleƩer 

Guild Carol Service 
Saturday 28th December 

Towcester 
Ringing 1:30, Service 3:00 followed by refreshments and one last birthday cake.  

The final event  in the Centenary celebraƟons of 2024. 

  Date your diary…..                        RUTLAND BRANCH AGM  
Saturday January 11th.  3pm - 7.30pm. 

 

3.00 - 3.45pm. Open Ringing at Preston (tbc) 

4.00 - 4.30pm. Open Ringing at Uppingham 

4.30 - 5.10pm. SERVICE, St Peter & St Paul, Uppingham 

5.15 - 6.00pm. TEA 

6.00 - 6.30pm. MEETING 

Post meeƟng ringing unƟl 7.30pm.  

All are welcome, including trainees. 

Second Saturday Sessions for 2025 
(hƩps://pdg.org.uk/events/second-saturday-events) for any updates. 
 

January 11th 2025, 10:30 – 10-bell pracƟce at Peterborough Cathedral 
An opportunity for ringers of all abiliƟes to have a go at ringing on higher numbers.  We regularly ring a 
range of methods from Grandsire and LiƩle Bob up to Surprise Royal. 
This pracƟce is open to all – no need to register.   
 

February 8th 2025, 14:30 – Ringing Up and Down in Peal at Great Oxendon 
With advice and pracƟce for either one of these acƟviƟes, this would suit ringers who are members of bands 
that regularly lower and raise their bells but do not have enough ringers who can do so in peal.   
If interested please contact Simon Dixon (master@pdg.org.uk). 
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Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers 1924—2024 

RUTLAND BRANCH -  CENTENARY QUARTER PEAL CHALLENGE 
20 towers have achieved  

 

Towers who have had a Quarter Peal rung in 2024 
 

Seaton 
Ridlington  
South Luffenham 
Lyndon 
Uppingham 

 
 
 
Centenary Call Changes 100 for 100 have been rung at  -  

   Edith Weston, CoƩesmore, Hambleton, Lyddington. GreƩon 
 

  
“FIRSTS” recorded this year  -   

February.     Ian Bell  - First QP in a Major method 
February.     Thomas Saunders  - First QP as Conductor of a Major method.  
June.             Helena-KaƟe Scholes  -  First QP in a Surprise Minor. 
June.             CharloƩe Peacock. -  First calling of call changes. 
August.         Lauren Wade -  First QP  
August.         Celia Stanworth  -   First call changes as conductor   
September.  Ted Phillips -  First QP 
October.       Tracey Lawson - First QP  
October.       Nicky Vickers - First QP  
November.    Sian Ryan - First QP 
                        Jonathan Gibbs - First QP 
 
 
 

Peals Rung in Rutland in 2024 
   April    Whissendine Southwell and Noƫngham Diocesan Guild  
   May     Hambleton 
   May     CoƩesmore 
October  Gt Casterton  Peterborough Diocesan Guild 
 
23 Quarter Peals Rung in Rutland in 2024 so far - 4 towers more than once. 
 
 

Ashwell 
Tinwell 
Ayston 
Brooke 
Market Overton 

CoƩesmore 
Whissendine 
Wing 
Belton 
Langham 

Edith Weston 
North Luffenham 
Barrowden 
Exton 
Lyddington 
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Peterborough  Diocesan Guild 
Exton, Rutland 
St Peter & St Paul 
Saturday, 23 November 2024 in 44m (12–2–10 in G)  
1260 Plain Bob Doubles  
 

1. Stephen Gullick 
2. Jean HuƩon 
3. Richard Beadman 
4. Alan Ellis 
5. Thomas Saunders (C) 
6. Kerry Nimmons 

 
 
Rung to mark the centenary of the Peterborough  
Diocesan Guild.  

Peterborough  Diocesan Guild 
Brooke, Rutland 
St Peter  
Friday, 22 November 2024 in 45m (8–1–2 in A)  
1260 Plain Bob Minor 
 

1. Kerry Nimmons 
2. Stephen Gullick 
3. Alan Ellis 
4. Ian Bell 
5. Thomas Saunders 
6. Richard Beadman (C) 
 

Rung as 100th Birthday compliment to Harold 
Killingback, Churchwarden of this tower when the 
bells were restored. 

Peterborough  Diocesan Guild 
Lyddington, Rutland 
St Andrew  
Saturday 30th November in 44m (12–3–0 in F)  
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
Composed by  
Paul M Mason (1260 Plain Bob Doubles Op. 207  

1. Sian Ryan 
2. Richard Beadman 
3. Sue Baker 
4. Ian Bell 
5. Thomas Saunders (C) 
6. Jonathan Gibbs 
 

Rung to celebrate 100 years of the Peterborough 
Diocesan Guild  
First quarter, 1 and 6  

QUARTER PEALS & PEALS 

Peterborough  Diocesan Guild 
Lyddington, Rutland 
St Andrew  
Wednesday 4th December  

Call Changes 100 for 100 

Tracey Lawson 
Sharon Bromilow  
Harry Bromilow  
Jane Cunnington 
Dick Hurwood 
Nicky Vickers 
Jonathan Gibbs (C) 
 

Rung to mark the centenary of the Peterborough  
Diocesan Guild.  

Peterborough  Diocesan Guild 
GreƩon, Rutland 
St James the Great  
Wednesday 4th December  

Call Changes 100 for 100 

Jackie Lilley 
Pete Lilley 
Barry HackeƩ 
Dave Smith 
Sally WaƩs (C) 
 

Rung to mark the centenary of the Peterborough  
Diocesan Guild.  
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News from the Towers 

CALDECOTT 

The Tower Captain, Churchwarden and ringers of CaldecoƩ are hopeful the tower is now pigeon proof.  The 
furious circling birds appear to have decamped so no longer glaring at me. 
The scaffolding is sƟll in and the final cleanup will commence soon. 
I hope no one else has a similar problem in their tower-it has been a worry and a bore.   We are very  
fortunate that RHCPT, Benefact Trust and Pastson Trust have been very generous.  Mary Davidson 
 
GREETHAM 
The ‘charity’  token scheme with Greetham bells as one of the opƟons, has unƟl early January to run. So if 
you use Tesco store for your shopping please consider using your blue token to vote for Greetham bells. Your 
vote would be much appreciated.  Stephen Gullick & John Courtney 

 

LYDDINGTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRETTON 

Lyddington 100 for 100 Band 

GreƩon 100 for 100 Band 
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Chairman’s Joƫngs 
As we approach Christmas there will be a greater demand for ringing before services and hopefully we can 
cover all requests amongst the 110  bellringers in the Rutland Branch. All new rounds- ringers please volun-
teer to join a band (even if you would like someone to stand alongside ….just in case the bell drops). 

Well done all those who have learned the craŌ during the year and all those who have progressed with call 
changes/plain hunt , and especially those who have achieved their first quarter peal. It is wonderful to see 
the progress being made. If there are any who feel in need of a refresher before they push forward again 
next year then there are teachers available on Saturday mornings at Uppingham (10.15 to 11.30pm). 

A huge well done to the teachers who aƩended the ART (AssociaƟon of Ringing Teachers) course this year 
and are puƫng the lessons into effect as they work towards accreditaƟon as an ART teacher. The Branch has 
a teaching and progression plan so anyone you meet interested in learning or colleague looking to progress – 
please look at the Rutland Bellringing website for contact details. Simply google rutlandbellringing.org and 
look at the CONTACTS tab.  

Rutland web site 
Thank you so much to Nigel BarreƩ (GreƩon) who with various others has transiƟoned our website from the 
one run by Peter Furness for so many years (shout-out thank you Peter) such that it looks the same but is 
independent, and has a greater security level, which should allow everybody to access it without concern. 
Google: rutlandbellringing.org and you should be taken to the Home Page, where there are various self-
explanatory tabs. By scrolling down on the Home Page you will find links to “Learning the Ropes” if you have 
friends keen to learn, and the NEW BANK DETAILS to help with subscripƟon payments. We moved the ac-
count to Lloyds bank so monthly handling charges are not applied and our Treasurer Simon Forster can look 
at the account electronically rather than await the monthly hard copy statement. The account has many ad-
vantages. 

PLEASE can I invite you to set up a standing order. I have just done it and it means on the 1st January unƟl I 
cancel it the subscripƟon will be automaƟcally deducted from my account and I can with confidence know I 
have paid my dues. The account details are: 

Account Name : Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers – Rutland  (PDGCBR Rutland for short) 
Bank : Lloyds Bank Sort Code : 30-99-50 
Account Number : 58639962 
Reference: Your name and year. 
 

SubscripƟon 
The Peterborough Diocesan Guild (of Church Bell Ringers) management CommiƩee which covers all the Pe-
terborough Diocesan towers aŌer much debate agreed the 2025 subscripƟon be increased from £7.00 to 
£10.00. I am told this is equivalent to 2 pints of beer or slightly less than 2 glasses of wine. The discussions 
resulted in £10.00 (full membership) and £5.00 (student subscripƟon) being the subscripƟon. If the past is 
anything to go by it will be at this level for a while! 
 

AGM 
The commiƩee are finalising arrangements for the AGM on 11th January 2025 and the programme sub 
 commiƩee have an exciƟng programme of ringing and social events for next year. 
IS THERE ANYONE who would like to be considered for a posiƟon on the commiƩee even if you would be an 
interested member without porƞolio speaking on behalf of Rutland members (and helping where required). 
If so please contact Alan Wordie, Sue Baker or Sue Webster whose details are on the Website Home Page. 

2024 has been a good year with new members learning the ropes, others progressing and as the Guild Cen-
tenary year draws to a close many towers answering the challenge and (as Rutland’s contribuƟon to mark 
the centenary) ringing a quarter peal (or 100 changes). With a month to go it is not too late to arrange a QP. 

Thank you to all Rutland ringers for being so friendly and commiƩed. More will be said I am sure at the AGM 
to which YOU ARE ALL INVITED.                                                                                                                  Alan Wordie 
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THOMAS SAUNDERS 
As many know Thomas will be leaving Uppingham this month but the next chapter of his bell-ringing will be 
an exciƟng one as his home tower will be St. Mary the Virgin (St. Mary’s in the Lace Market), Noƫngham. 
This is a 12 bell tower with the tenor at around 35 cwt.  The University of Noƫngham band also pracƟce at 
St. Mary’s, so Thomas is likely to get much pracƟce and will be able to expand his ringing and conducƟng  
considerably. In the last 6 years (at 1 December 2024) Thomas has rung 81 Quarter Peals and Peals and 
learned/conducted a very varied collecƟon of methods and spliced methods. 
 

We should also recognize that Thomas has been helping with teaching at Uppingham for about 3 years and 
earlier this year aƩended the ART teachers course.  He has commiƩed to teaching every week.  

It does not seem yesterday Thomas was learning to ring. I pick out some key moments in Thomas’s rocket 
powered progress in ringing: 

 

2017                                  Member of Rutland branch PDG 

21 April 2018                 1st QP (treble) 

26 October 2018           1st QP inside (surprise minor spliced!) 

4 May 2023                     1st QP as conductor (triples) 

27 January 2024           AƩended the ART teachers course (accreditaƟon soon) 

29 February 2024         1st QP as conductor (major) 

30 November 2024     Most recent QP conductor with 2 new ringers on treble and tenor 

 

The fact Thomas is keen to teach bell handling and work through the ART course, giving back to others what 
others gave to him, is exemplary. To have successfully conducted, only a week ago, a QP with 2 new ringers is 
an amazing achievement.  

On Saturday mornings Thomas can be found teaching new ringers at Uppingham. Alongside other trainers he 
is teaching 4 new ringers at the moment. 

   
Thomas, you are a wonderful person and bellringer.  
  Your commitment to bellringing is second to none.  
 
  We wish you every success as you move forward and  
   become a “go to ringer” in Noƫngham. It has been a  
  delight to know, and ring with, you these last 7 years. 
 
  You are a real inspiraƟon to anyone looking to become a   
  bellringer and showing how the “hobby” has no  
  boundaries.   

Alan Wordie, Rutland Branch Chairman 

  Good Luck Thomas 

With our best wishes for the future,  

 From all in the Rutland Branch. 

Happy Ringing! 
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GUILD NEWS 
 
Guild Carol Service 
The last event of the year is a Carol Service, to be held at Towcester on Saturday 28th December. Ringing 
from 1:30 service at 3 pm, with refreshments to follow. There will be a selecƟon of bell themed carols and 
readings to entertain. One last chance for Guild birthday cake… All welcome.  
 

Movement for Good 
Benefact are running their 12 days of Christmas draws again, where nominated chariƟes have a chance of 
being drawn for one of 120 prizes of £1000 each. You can nominate the Guild using the link here, the main 
fields are filled in for you.  
hƩps://movemenƞorgood.com/index.php?cn=258271&ct=heritage_arts&i=1732571279-
58929.gif&utm_source=holiday+card&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=M4G2024card&utm_id=M4G20
24card#nominateACharity 

In the past we have put this to the Training Fund, to fund training courses and acƟviƟes for members as well 
as recruitment acƟvity.    
 

CCCBR News 
Next May marks 80 years since the end of the Second World War in Europe. The CCCBR has been asked to 
organised ringing for this. Not having learnt from experience, they are asking for ringing at 6:30pm on 8th 
May 2025. I suggest that fiƫng in with local arrangements and ringing when you can is more sensible. There 
is some informaƟon available. hƩps://cccbr.org.uk/2024/11/15/ring-out-in-celebraƟon-ve-day-6-30pm-8th-
may-2025/ 
 
One of the CCCBR strands for Ringing 2030 is to provide lesson plans that cover several areas of the curricu-
lum by using ringing as well as encouraging pracƟcal lessons and new learners. There are a series of plans for 
primary school and a small set has been developed for Secondary school. This is being expanded and there is 
work to make these robust and useable for schools. There is more informaƟon here: hƩps://
cccbr.org.uk/2024/11/24/young-ringers-for-ringing-2030-ringing-in-schools/ 

Andrea Haynes is co-ordinaƟng and can be contacted by e-mail andrea.haynes@cccbr.org.uk 

Dates for the Diary 
Guild Carol Service Saturday 28th December Towcester Ringing 1:30, Service 3:00 followed by refreshments 
and one last birthday cake.  
 
And Branch events. 
Culworth Branch 8 bell PracƟce Saturday 30th November 3:00 Brackley 
Thrapston Branch PracƟce Friday 6th December 7:30 Islip 
Guilsborough Branch PracƟce Saturday 7th December 3:00 Welford 
Wellingborough Branch Quiz Saturday 14th December 7:30 Earls Barton (Names for tea to Jenny Ball by the 
11th December)   
KeƩering Branch PracƟce & Mulled Wine, Saturday 14th December 2:00 Rothwell 
Culworth Branch PracƟce Saturday 21st December 3:00 Chipping Warden 
Daventry Branch MeeƟng & Carol Concert Saturday 21st December 3:00 Weedon Bec 
 
Helen Allton, Secretary: Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers 
Website: www.pdg.org.uk     e-mail: secretary@pdg.org.uk  


