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Ringing PracƟce Times 
October PracƟces    All commence at 7.30pm. Unless otherwise stated. 

 

Mon   7th GreƩon.    14th Great Easton.    21st Seaton.    28th Harringworth   
Mon   7th Edith Weston.    14th , 21st, 28th Empingham.    (PracƟces starts at 7pm.) 
Wed   2nd Brooke.    9th Braunston.    16th Brooke.    23rd Braunston.    30th Brooke 
Thurs 3rd  Uppingham.   10th North Luffenham.   17th  Uppingham (branch)    24th Lyddington.     
            31st Seaton. 

Rutland Branch NewsleƩer 

 

BRANCH 6 BELL PRACTICE 

Wednesday 2nd October  7.30pm 
BROOKE 

Surprise Methods 
 

 

BRANCH 8 BELL PRACTICE 

Thursday  17th October.  7.30pm 

UPPINGHAM 

Come and ring on 8 bells, all welcome 
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Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers 1924—2024 

RUTLAND BRANCH -  CENTENARY QUARTER PEAL CHALLENGE 
14 towers have achieved this.  20 to go!  

If help is needed with extra ringers etc,  Please contact Sue Baker (secretary@rutland.pdg.org.uk ) 
                Sian Ryan  sianryan@hotmail.com  or   Thomas Saunders  thomaspsaunders@googlemail.com 
 

AlternaƟvely, for those newer ringers not yet ready to ring a QP,  there are opƟons to ring 100 call changes  
instead.  If this is your aim, just ask, there are people on hand to help. 

 
Towers who have already achieved a QP  - 

 
Seaton 
Ridlington  
South Luffenham 
Lyndon 
Uppingham 

 
Centenary Call Changes have been rung at  - Edith Weston, CoƩesmore, Hambleton 
 

 “FIRSTS” recorded this year  -   

February.     Ian Bell  - First QP in a Major method 
February.     Thomas Saunders  - First QP as Conductor of a Major method.  
June.             Helena-KaƟe Scholes  -  First QP in a Surprise Minor. 
June.             CharloƩe Peacock. -  First calling of call changes. 
August.         Lauren Wade -  First QP  
August.         Celia Stanworth  -   First call changes as conductor   
September.  Ted Phillips -  First QP 

Ashwell 
Tinwell 
Ayston 
Brooke 
Market Overton 

Peterborough Diocesan Guild  
Belton, Rutland 
St Peter 
Tuesday, 3 September 2024 in 45m (10–0–24 in G)  
1260 Plain Bob Doubles  
Composed by Paul M. Mason  
(1260 Plain Bob Doubles Op. 207)   
 

1. Ted Phillips 
2. Steve Millington 
3. Alan Ellis 
4. Ian Bell 
5. Thomas Saunders (C) 
6. Richard Beadman 

 
Rung to celebrate 100 years of the Peterborough 
Guild  
First Quarter 1. 

CoƩesmore 
Wing 
Belton 
Langham 

Peterborough  Diocesan Guild 
Langham, Rutland 
St Peter & St Paul 
Saturday, 7 September 2024  (13–2–4 in F) 
1320 Kent Treble Bob Minor 

 

1. Sue Baker 
2. Stephen Gullick 
3. Alan Ellis 
4. Thomas Saunders 
5. Ian Bell 
6. Richard Beadman (C) 

 
 
Wedding compliment to Sally Hunt and Andrew 
Stewart, married earlier this day in Market Overton. 
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John Taylor & Company 
Loughborough Bellfoundry Trust 

The Rutland Branch CommiƩee are planning a trip to the Bell Foundry at Loughborough. 

Wednesday 19th February 2025 
1.30  -  3pm 

 
Places are limited on this occasion, as Taylor’s tours are designed for small groups  
of 2-10 people. On Wednesdays only.  Suitable for children over 9 years.  
There is no guarantee that a casƟng will take place on the day of the visit, but the tours 
are led by an experienced guide and there will sƟll be much to see. 
ADULT (18+): £15.00 
CONCESSION (OVER 65’S & STUDENTS 16+): £12.50 
CHILD (9+): £10.00 

 
We really need to know who might be interested in going and esƟmate numbers.  

If you’re interested in a tour of the foundry please let us know  
Sue Baker, Branch Secretary secretary@rutland.pdg.org.uk  

or Sue Webster suevw@sky.com 
 
 

 

 

Rutland Branch Bank Account 

The Branch CommiƩee have taken the decision to close the old HSBC bank account, and open a new one 
with Lloyds, details of which can be found on the membership form on our website under "Everything Else / 
Forms You Can Download"  

The details are :   

Account Name :  
Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers - Rutland   (PDGCBR Rutland for short) 
 

Bank : Lloyds Bank 

Sort Code : 30-99-50 

Account Number :  58639962  

The account name remains the same, just the sort code and account number are changed. On line faciliƟes 
will now be available, and of course, with HSBC closing all the local branches, these are becoming more 
 important.  

Any member wanƟng to pay their outstanding 2024 subscripƟons, should pay to that new account.  

Any members paying by standing order should amend the details, in Ɵme for 2025 subs, due in January. 

Simon Forster, Rutland Branch Treasurer 

IMPORTANT ! 
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GREETHAM BELLS 
As you know Greetham bells have to be completely refurbished.  The last "serious" work was done on them 
in the early 1920s when a frame was put in with five bells ( all dated 1923, as a memorial to the war dead of 
the village.  The treble was put in in 1949).  

The cost in the 1920s was met by public subscripƟon. When it was decided to try to recruit a new band some 
2 years ago the bells were looked at (by Ted amongst others) and it was felt that the frame was in a poor 
condiƟon and a complete refurbishment was required.   

Quotes (valid for 12 months) were obtained late last year and the newly recruited local ringers set about 
raising the money - £60k or thereabouts.  Due to their considerable efforts over the last nine months they 
are on target to reach the sum needed by the end of this year.  One of their fund raising ventures has been 
to get Tesco's in Oakham to make their cause one of the three charitable enterprises which can receive sup-
port from them through the token scheme which they run.  

As you may know there are three chariƟes at any one Ɵme and each "box" is available to receive tokens from 
shoppers for a period of three months, the box with the largest amount of tokens receives £1500, the other 
two receive less.  Greetham bells box has just started and will be available to receive tokens unƟl early in the 
new year. If local ringers their friends family etc could go into Tesco in Oakham and having obtained their 
tokens from the cashier could put them in the Greetham bells box it would be much appreciated. 

Stephen Gullick & John Courtney 
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 News from the Towers 
 

CALDECOTT St John the Evangelist 

OperaƟon Pigeon 
Pigeons were geƫng into the spire, bell chamber and clock chamber of CaldecoƩ tower, nesƟng and causing 
a build up of guano.  During the Covid lockdown, when we were not ringing for some Ɵme, the pigeons (or 
jackdaws) , picked off the original mesh over windows, louvres etc . Either that or possibly it was old enough 
to have roƩed. The mess and health hazard was considerable but finding someone to deal with it has been a 
nightmare. 

We have progress at last; aŌer several fruitless approaches to builders and roofers we tried ‘pest control’ 
who arrived, sighed and said ‘do-able but difficult’. 

We now have scaffolding up the spire and mountains of guano and old nests  are being taken out - luckily we 
have a back door; it is very disgusƟng and work can only be done for a few hours at a Ɵme. The next work is 
for wooden frames with mesh to be made to cover the  
appertures and the parapet door made pigeon proof. 
We expect to be out of acƟon for ringing well into November. 

Watch this space.!                                                              

Mary Davidson and Brian Newman, CaldecoƩ 

 

ASHWELL St Mary 
Ringing pracƟces are now being held on the first Tuesday in each month. There isn’t a 
 pracƟce at Oakham on that night. 
  

HAMBLETON St Andrews 
An evening with Alan Regin MBE.  8th November St Andrews Hambleton 7pm 

Bellringers of The Great War and Ypres Memorial 

 

The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers’ Rolls of Honour commemorate those ringers who fell in the Great 
War 1914-1918 and the 1939-1945 War.  Alan Regin is the current steward of these rolls of honour.  

He provided the inspiraƟon behind the Ringing Remembers campaign, which aimed to recruit 1,400 new bell 
ringers and to ring bells across the land to mark the passing of every fallen Great War soldier who had been 
a bell ringer.  He gained an MBE ‘For services to Campanology and its Heritage’ in 2018.  Alan has served as 
the master of the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths and is also a prolific peal ringer having rung over 
6,000 peals, the second highest number of peals recorded . 

 

You are welcome to join us at  
St Andrews Hambleton to hear Alan speak about the Rolls of honour and  his great achievement installing 
bells at Ypres providing a lasƟng memorial to the fallen.  
 

Please email carolinepbutcher@gmail.com if you would like to aƩend.  

Caroline Butcher, Haqmbleton 
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GUILD NEWS 
The Summer fesƟval was an excellent day out. Even the weather decided to be summery for the day (it’s cer-
tainly changed its mind now). The Daventry branch laid on an excellent spread, Alistair cut another cen-
tenary cake, and Towcester won the 8 bell contest. A team of young ringers entered for the first Ɵme and did 
a sterling job on somewhat challenging bells. Fuller write up available on the website hƩps://pdg.org.uk/
latest-news/2024-summer-fesƟval and team photos here: hƩps://pdg.org.uk/latest-news/2024-summer-
fesƟval-teams If you want your team photo, let me know.  

 
CCCBR News 
At the Summer fesƟval meeƟng, Alistair & Simon gave updates on different aspects of the CCCBR weekend. 
We’ll aim to get those on the website in the next week or so for more in depth reading.   
 
Guild Quizzes 
Hopefully this won’t get too confusing!  
On Saturday 9th November there’s a Centenary year event – a quiz and chippy tea - being held in Syresham 
village hall. Tickets are £15 per person to include food, tea/coffee & cake. Teams will be of 6, but we’ll make 
up teams on the night if you’re not a 6. Chippy tea opƟons are Fish & chips, Sausage & chips, Cheese & vege-
table cake & chips or Fishcake & chips. Gluten free baƩer available; mushy peas & curry sauce available at 
£1.50 extra. Mail centenary@pdg.org.uk for Ɵckets.  

There is then the Guild’s annual paper Quiz available.  Can be bought from your branch or from the  
Secretary. Sheets are £1 each. Send your answers in by the end of February (assuming you’ve not lost it by 
then) for the chance to win £25, £10 or £5 for the most correct answers. Not a ringing quesƟon in sight.  
 
 
 
Dates for the Diary 
Centenary Dinner Saturday 12th October 6:30 for 7:15 KeƩering Park Spa Hotel.  
Tickets £45 per person from centenary@pdg.org.uk 
Guild 10 bell Saturday 9th November10:30 am. Daventry 
Quiz & Chippy tea Saturday 9th November  7:00 Syresham Village Hall. Tickets £15 per person, including 
chippy tea. Tickets & meal order through centenary@pdg.org.uk.   
 
 

Branch events.  
Rutland Branch PracƟce Wednesday 2nd October 7:00 Braunston/Brooke 
Thrapston Branch PracƟce Friday 4th October 7:30 Islip 
Guilsborough Branch PracƟce Saturday 5th October 3:00 Naseby, 6:00 Creaton 
Thrapston Branch PracƟce Thursday 17th October 2:30 Wadenhoe 
Rutland Branch 8 bell PracƟce Thursday 17th October 7:30 Uppingham 
Wellingborough Surprise PracƟce Saturday 19th October 10:30 Woodford 
Culworth Branch PracƟce Saturday 19th October 3:00 Syresham 
Daventry Branch MeeƟng Saturday 19th October 3:00 Barby for Service, tea & meeƟng, 6:30 Kilsby 
KeƩering Branch PracƟce & Social, Saturday 19th October 3:30 Desborough, followed by Beetle Drive 
Wellingborough Branch PracƟce Saturday 19th October 7:00 Rushden 
 
Helen Allton, Secretary: Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers 
Website: www.pdg.org.uk     e-mail: secretary@pdg.org.uk  


